
The St. Paul Epistle 
Published monthly by 
St. Paul Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

Orion, Illinois 
July/August 2020 

Note from Pastor Gwen: 

Matthew 11:28-30 

28“Come to me, all you that are weary and 
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 

I suggested this scripture passage from the 

Gospel according to Matthew for a recent fu-
neral. It is appropriate for funerals but also 

for everyday. Did you know that it also read 
in the Service for Ordination for Pastors in our 
church? Our Bishop Emeritus of our Northern 

Illinois Synod, Bishop Wollersheim, regularly 
would choke up when reading this passage 

during an ordination, probably because the 
promise it offers is one of God’s grace, love, 
and goodness. It is a source of strength and 

peace to rostered ministers and the people 
they serve alike. 

We are weary. Even as we move further into 
the summer and into a new season of dealing 
with the coronavirus, we acknowledge that we 

have been working very hard for a very long 
time. From March on, we have changed our 

way of life and upended familiar routines for 
new ones, only to have them change again. 
We have lost loved ones, members of our 

community and country, and countless people 
throughout the world. We have seen the loss 

of jobs throughout the U.S.  

In the midst of all this, we haven’t been able 

to gather in the sanctuary together for in-per-
son worship. It seems like a major source of 

our peace, comfort and strength is being with-
held from us.  

And, yet, we have these words from Jesus in 
the Gospel according to Matthew. We receive 

the gifts of God in Holy Communion during our 
drive-up worship services. We are part of the 
body of Christ.  

We can follow Jesus, who modeled taking a 
rest when he needed it, but then continuing 

on in the work God called him to. 

Our Affirmation of Christian Vocation, which 
we frequently said together at the close of our 

worship services when we were meeting in 
our sanctuary together, called us to “pattern 

our life on the Lord Jesus Christ, …at work and 
at play, all the days of our lives”.  The Affir-
mation concludes with a prayer: “Almighty 

God, by the power of your Spirit you have knit 
these your servants into the one body of your 

Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor upon them 
in their commitment to serve in Christ’s 

name. Give them courage, patience, and vi-
sion; and strengthen us all in our Christian 
vocation of witness to the world and service 

to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. “ 

That is my prayer for all of us. Blessings to 
you! May you find rest for your souls, even as 
you continue the work God has called us to.  

Peace, 

Pastor Gwen 

____________________________________ 

 
 

150th Anniversary of St. Paul: 
Hope everyone is staying healthy.  Want 

 



to give everyone an update on the 
150th celebration, due to the extended 
social distancing we will be postponing 
the celebration until a later date.  We 
would like to thank everyone for all the 
reservations that we have already 
received, if you did send us a reservation, 
we will keep them and you can let us 
know only if you are not able to attend the 
new date. As soon as we have a new 
date, we will inform everyone. 
 
The 150th Anniversary dinner and program 
has a new date of Sunday, April 25, 2021.As 
the time gets closer we’ll give information 
about the free dinner for those who hadn’t 
made their reservations yet. Bishop Jeffrey 
Clements will be able to be with us, for which 
we are very grateful. It will be a joy filled day 
no matter what the date. 
 
We’d also like to thank Rod Ward, Rick 
Hepner, Jeff Dahl (ringers), Nick Ortegal, 
and Olivia Ortegal (ring counters and Rod’s 
grandchildren) for the 150-ring salute in 
honor of Ascension Day, May 26, which was 
the actual Founding Day in 1870. Hearing 
the bell peal out over Orion and seeing the 
cars circling all the way around the church, 
was a moving feeling. 

Thank you, 
150th Committee 

 

____________________________________ 

New Staff Member: 

 
Jill Dahl has been appointed the new St. Paul 
Financial Secretary, effective June 1st, 
primarily responsible for recording member 
contributions and reporting church income on a 
monthly basis to the Council and Finance 
Committee.  She is replacing Natalie Farwell, 
who has served the congregation very capably 

in this role for about 15 years.  Natalie and Jill 
will be working together on the transition of work 
and training on our new software, Breeze, for 
the next couple months.  Please provide your 
support to Jill as she assumes these 
responsibilities and thank Natalie for her service 
to St. Paul. 

Worship Lessons & 

Psalms for July: 
 

July 5th: 

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

Psalm 45: 11-18 

 Romans 7:15-25a 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

July 12th: 

Genesis 25:19-34 

Psalm 119:105-112 

Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

 

July 19th: 

Genesis 28:10-19a 

Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23 

 Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

 

July 26th: 

Genesis 29:15-28 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 

 Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 

First Communion: 

  
 
First Communion Classes will be 

 



continued at a future time, TBD. First 
Communion will be celebrated at a future 
date. 
________________________________ 

Stained Glass Window 
Fundraiser: 

 
“See the Light” 

Stained Glass Restoration 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

The sanctuary at St. Paul is a special worship space.  

Sunshine streams through the stained glass in the day, 

and the glass changes hue as day turns to night.  The 

beauty surrounds us, and we feel the presence of God. 

 

The history of our church shows the stained glass 

dates back to the early 1900’s.  

 

1902: “Painted Glass” is included in the new church 

build. 

1989: Stained glass is installed in entry of church. 

1995: Stained glass windows are removed and 

cleaned in the year of our 125th anniversary. 

 

With the age of our stained glass windows now over 

100 years old, there is deterioration due to exposure 

from elements, condensation, expansion, and 

contraction.  The windows are in desperate need of 

repair.  To restore the windows, Bovard Studio in 

Fairfield Iowa has been contracted 

(www.bovardstudio.com) with the expected cost 

around $50,000.  Bovard has a patented method of 

preservation that includes new aluminum and wood 

window frames, exterior glazing system, protective 

vents and a precision flow ventilation system 

designed to preserve and protect the stained glass for 

today and for our future generations.  

 

We are all anxious to return to worship together.  

When we do return, we can celebrate our 150th with 

appreciation of the windows as a continuing blessing 

to our St. Paul congregation.      

 

We need your financial help!  

Please support this important restoration. 

We ask for your donation, payable to St. Paul with 

the  

designation “Stained Glass” (include in memo line 

or on envelope). 

In addition, look for fund raising opportunities over 

the next few months. 

Thank you!! 

__________________________________________ 

 
Flower Chart 2020: 

 
 

A NEW flower chart for 2019 is available in the 
narthex.  You may sign up to provide flowers for 
1 or 2 vases for our worship services.  Flowers 
may be given in honor or memory of loved ones.  
Please pay for your flowers ($20 per vase) at the 
time you sign up to provide them in the box 
located directly beneath the flower sign-up chart. 
The following dates are available: 
__________________________________________ 

Orion Area Food Pantry & 
Volunteer Information: 

 
Each year, the Orion Area Food Pantry asks 
members of each of the area churches to help 
on food distribution days. Distribution days: 
Tuesdays from 4-6 PM, except for Easter, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas meal distributions, 
which have longer distribution hours.  Distribu-
tions take place at the lower level of the village 
hall.  If you can help with any of these dates, 
please sign up on the bulletin board located in 
the courtyard hallway. 
 

 



St. Paul’s month for donations is March and 
September. 
_____________________________________ 

LCW News & Events: 

WELCA is now LCW 

(Lutheran Church Women). 
 

 
 

LCW  Meeting/Social Stitchers: 
 

No meetings this month. Thank you! 
_____________________________________ 

 

July Birthdays: 

 
     Pettifer, Amber                                        07/01           
    Samuelson, Terry                                     07/01           
    Shepherd, Paul                                             07/01           
    Vestal, Molly                                                     07/01           
    Kerker, Grace                                                      07/03           
    DeBaillie,Nathan                                               07/04           
    Sainer, Donna                                         07/04           
    Brems, Emma                                           07/05           
    Crose, Braylin                                            07/06           
    Jess, Erika                                                   07/06           
    Lowery, Summer                                               07/06           
    Malmen, Betty                                             07/07           
    Terry, Clara                                                 07/08           
    Koch, David                                             07/09           
    Larson, Haley                                                 07/09           
    Hutton, Susan                                                 07/10           
    Werkheiser, Kevin                                           07/10           
    Boney, Janet                                                  07/11           

    Seabloom, Nicole                                          07/11           
    Willis, Hollis                                                  07/11           
    Hofreiter, Grace                                                 07/12           
    Stiles, Lisa                                                    07/12           
    Border, Joseph                                                   07/13           
    Hepner, Luke                                                  07/14           
    Willis, Payton                                                 07/14           
    Bainbridge, Carter                                          07/15           
    Halferty, Bryce                                              07/15           
    Peterson, Bryan                                               07/15           
    Stiles, Cory                                                    07/16           
    Meier, Janet                                                   07/18           
    Marshall, Griffin                                           07/19           
    Filler, Kasey                                                07/20           
    Beck, Robert                                               07/21           
    Hepner, Kimberly                                              07/22           
    Lawyer, Michael                                          07/22           
    Schroeder, Thad                                             07/22           
    Parrish, Raymond                                       07/23           
    Bowers, Kristopher                                       07/24           
    Chelstrom, Abby                                          07/24           
    Christensen, Lexi                                        07/24           
    Dahl, Neil                                                          07/24           
    Bakener, Brandon                                         07/25           
    Grafton, Gloria                                               07/26           
    Lees, Aron                                                     07/26           
    Volbruck, Larry                                                   07/29           
    Coulter, Lauren                                            07/30           
    Filler, Chip                                                     07/30           
    Hoffman, Scott                                                 07/30           
    Campbell, Mia                                           07/31                   

July Baptismal 
Anniversaries: 

 

 
  Tyler Nelson                                             07/02 
  Violet Schaffer                                      07/02 
  Sonja Solberg                                       07/02 
  Taylor Werkheiser                                07/05 
  Grace Kerker                                      07/06 
  Ella Peterson                                           07/06 
  JoLee Thrasher                                  07/06 
  Lauren Johnson                                     07/08 
  Ashten Nguyen                                       07/08 

 



  Emersyn Crawford                             07/09 
  Jonathan Schroeder                            07/09 
  Harold Larson                                  07/10 
  Noah Belowske                                07/12 
  Susan Lee                                      07/13 
  Kayla Halferty                                    07/15 
  Rick Hepner                                   07/15 
  Neva Lees-Soerensen                        07/15 
  Kimberly Hepner                                 07/20 
  Vicki Howard                                      07/21 
  Jeffrey Malmen                                 07/21 
  Jenna Nelson                                    07/21 
  Scott Peterson                                   07/21 
  Thomas Hepner                                 07/22 
  Carla Roome                                       07/22 
  Sara Schutte                                        07/22 
  Kyle DeBaillie                                      07/23 
  Dennis Pettifer                                        07/26 
  Regyn Buffington                                  07/27 
  Randy DeBaillie                                     07/28 
  Laurie Johnson                                   07/29 
  Thad Schroeder                              07/30 
________________________________ 

July Worship Volunteers: 

 
Worship volunteers have been assigned 
for the month of July.  If you see that you 
will be unavailable on a certain Sunday to 
which you have been assigned, please 
switch with another member and call 
Mary Lindgren at 521-8658 to let her 
know the changes.  Mary has been 
calling the worship volunteers each week 
as a reminder of their duties, and she will 
relay these changes to our church 
secretary. If you know you will be 

absent during certain timeframes, 
please let Nikki know so she doesn’t 
schedule you to volunteer during that 
time. Thank you! Your assistance is 
appreciated! Thank you! 
 
 
July 5th: 
Lawn Care (07/05 – 07/11):                 Scott Hoffman 
 

July 12th: 
Lawn Care (07/12 – 07/18):      John Carlson 
 
July 19, 2020: 
Lawn Care (07/19 – 07/25):         Nick Border 
 
July 26, 2020: 
Lawn Care (07/26 – 8/01):   Dave Swanson 

______________________ 

Parish Nurse News: 

 
Blood Drive: Hopefully on Tuesday, August 
25th, if the church is open. Times will be 2:00 
– 6:00 PM. 
 
If you need to come into church, please us 
wipes to wash down the door handles as you 
leave. If, bathroom use is needed, use wipes 
to wash down after yourself. IF there are 
others in the church, please keep your 
distance (at least 6 ft.) Please only come 
into church if you are performing an 
essential task. 
 
I know this is all getting old but until the virus 
is under control, this is what we need to do, 
for yourself and others. We are all at risk! If 
we consistently abide by these rules and 
also wash our hands, keep our hands away 
from our faces and cover our coughs and 
sneezes, it will help get this all over sooner. 
But it takes everyone to do it. 

 



 
Opening church is not going to be easy,  with 
all the guidelines that are in place. Be patient. 
Outdoor services, for now are great! Pastor 
Gwen is doing a terrific job!! 
 
We need to respect, honor, and love one 
another to get through all of this and with 
God’s peace and presence. We can and 
will!!! 

 
God’s Bless you all, 

Helen 
____________________________ 

Endowment Ministry Programs 

Fund: 

Grant application forms are in the 

hallway.  The Endowment Committee 

will review all applications and 

recommend a plan of distribution, which 

Church Council will review. Please turn 

your form into the church office when it 

is completed. 

Blessing Bags: 

 
 
Thank you to the generous donations 
from Congregation Members for items for 
the Blessing Bags!  Family Life filled 30 
bags at our meeting last month and they 
are ready for  members of St. Paul to 
take and hand out.  As this supply runs 

out, this committee will restock the bags, 
but in order to do so, we continually need 
help with donations.  The bags ready for 
distribution are on the table outside of 
Nikki's office and the basket for donations 
of items for the next restock is under the 
that same table!  Thank you to the 
wonderful members of St. Paul to help 
keep this outreach program going! 
 
 
At God’s Work, Our Hands Day, these 
bags were created and handed out to 
people in need.  However, our supply is 
out, and we need more!  So, Family Life 
Committee would like to keep the 
Blessing Bag Program going and needs 
your help!  We are asking for donations 
of items to be put in the bags.  The 
donation items are: 
 
*Warm Socks *Wipes 
*Chapsticks *Granola Bars 
*Hand Warmers *Rain Ponchos 
*Deodorant  *Kleenex 
*Protein Snacks *Gum 
 
There is a collection box in the hallway.  
Please drop off your donations at any 
time.  Make sure they are travel size and 
individually wrapped.  We will stuff bags 
at our monthly meetings and have them 
available for you to take and hand out as 
needed. 
Thank you for your help with this project!  
________________________________ 

 
Our Sympathy: 

  



Our sympathy is extended to Mary 
Johnson and her family, at the 
passing of  her husband, Elmer. 
 
Our sympathy is extended to 
Maynard Malmen’s family, at 
Maynard’s passing. 
 
Our sympathy is extended to Lori 
Mullen and her family at the passing 
of  her husband Steve Mullen. 
 
Our sympathy is extended to Pastor 
John Lekander at the passing of  his 
wife, Pat. 
Pastor John Lekander 
107 Kenton Loop 
Hendersonville 
TN 37075 
 

 
_______________________________ 

College Student Request: 

 
If you are moving and changing 
addresses, please contact Nikki in 
the church office. We send out 
care packages and want to make 

sure your package will make it to 
you. Thank you! 

Special Music Volunteers: 

 
If  you would be interested in 
providing special music (vocal or 
instrumental) for one of  our worship 
services during the summer, please 
contact Jan Enders or the church 
office. We invite you to share your 
talents with us. 
______________________________ 

 

 

 



Pastor Gwen’s vacation: 

Pastor Gwen will be on vacation from 

Tuesday, June 30 – July 5th. Larry 

Chasey will be filling in for her on July 

4th and 5th worship services. 

_______________________________ 

 


